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Max Yospe      

Max Yospe 1924 ~ 2007 Max Yospe was born July 25, 1924 in Chicago to Russian Jewish parents, 
Isadore and Esther Merle Goldman Yospe. He died January 26, 2007 surrounded by his family.  

Max served his country in the U.S. Army during World War II (Military Police) stationed in Tooele where 
he met and fell in love with Elaine Gillespie. They were married January 11, 1946; and later sealed in 
the Salt Lake Temple. Max joined the Tooele Police and served as Assistant Chief. Four and a half 
years later, he joined the Salt Lake City Police Dept. where he spent 33 years in numerous divisions 
including many years counseling troubled youth. He established the Chaplain Corps for the SLC Police 
and SL Co. Sheriff Depts, heading that office for 17 years. He had a strong desire to further his 
education and earned a Bachelors degree in sociology from Westminster College. He was a popular 
public speaker and an accomplished landscape artist.  

Max was the first LDS Bishop of Jewish descent and served as bishop of the Cannon 4th Ward for 
eight years. He had a firm testimony of the Savior and served Him faithfully.  

Max was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, and friend. Many happy times were 
spent at the family cabin in Island Park, Idaho with family and friends. Max is survived by his wife, 
Elaine; and three children, Sue Ann (Wayne) Ricks, Clark (Emma) Yospe, Lorraine (Graham) Starkie,; 
also 14 grandchildren; and 17 great-grandchildren who will miss him dearly. Preceded in death by 
parents, brother (Nathan), and two grandchildren. [edited funeral details out] 


